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Dates

 

Various dates available May through early September  

TRIP HIGHLIGHTS 

 

Horseback riding for 1 to 4 days along the rim of 
the Salmon River Canyon 

 

Whitewater rafting on the Snake or Salmon River 
for 1 to 5 days 

 

Fantastic river and back country meals 

 

Amazing wildlife viewing possibilities including 
elk, moose, bighorn sheep, eagles, osprey and 
much more 

 
Saddle & Paddle Adve nture s
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Trip Overview 

For all of you city slickers who have been looking for an adventurous vacation 
western style, look no further!  Take in the majesty, history, and raw power of 
Idaho’s natural wonders by raft and by horseback, on this once-in-a-lifetime 
Saddle & Paddle Adventure.   

If you choose a one-day horseback ride, we'll trail ride high above the Salmon 
River with commanding views of the Salmon River Canyon, Seven Devils 
Mountains and Gospel Hump Wilderness.  Our multi-day rides wind through 
roadless backcountry, and can spend one or several nights at the rustic Gilmore 
Ranch bunkhouse.   

After your Saddle Adventure, you will move to the Paddle side of your 
adventure.  Choose to take in the whitewater of the mighty Salmon River or 
brave the rapids of the Snake River in Hells Canyon.  If you choose a multi-
day option, the trip includes awesome beach camping, and fantastic river 
meals.   

We have many different itineraries and dates available for our Saddle & Paddle 
trips.  Please call our office and we can help you customize your adventure.   

Difficulty Rating  

The Saddle & Paddle adventures are rated EASY, and considered appropriate 
for any physical ability, including children ages 10 and up.  Most physical 
activities are optional.  The trip may require walking on uneven terrain for 
short distances.  While this adventure is not physically challenging, people 
with knee or back problems should talk with us before booking their trip.   

Weather  

The weather in Idaho in the summer is beautiful!  Most summer days are hot 
and dry, with temperatures ranging from the 80’s to the occasional 100 or 
more, with very low humidity.  Fortunately we have our rivers to cool off in.  
The nights are perfect for camping, with clear skies, brilliant stars and pleasant 
temperatures.  We do have the occasional afternoon thunderstorm, but they 
usually dissipate within an hour or two.  

The spring is typically warm as well, but there can be occasional days of 
chilly weather or rain.  The fall is a beautiful time here with mild 
temperatures in the 60s and 70s.  Winter in the immediate area is mild and 
rarely falls below freezing.  Up in the mountains, we receive many feet of 
snow in the winter that offer great recreation opportunities and help supply 
our rivers with melt water come springtime. 

Detailed Trip Itineraries 

Below are two example itineraries, a 2-Day Saddle & Paddle, and a multi-
day Saddle & Paddle.  Because this trip customizable, please call our office 
and we will help you build your specific Detailed Trip Itinerary.    

Two-Day Saddle & Paddle Trip Itinerary  

Our Saddle and Paddle trip begins atop the Salmon River Canyon, above 
the small town of Whitebird in Idaho.  Here you will meet your guide for 
the day and be paired up with your trusty steed.  Our guides have been 
working with these horses for years and truly know their personalities.  
After meeting and talking with you, your guide will have a sense of your 
ability and desire, and pair you up with just the right horse.  From the 
ranch, we ride high above the Salmon River with amazing views of the 
Salmon River Canyon, Seven Devils Mountains and the Gospel Hump 
Wilderness.  Our day is spent walking and trotting along the trails within 
the National Forest.  The full day ride includes an excellent lunch while you 
are out on the trails in the forest.    

After your day of riding, you will join us at the Little Salmon Lodge.  Here 
you can relax at our bar or in the riverside hot tub while you wait for our 
private cook to prepare your dinner.  In the morning, after breakfast, you 
will depart for the Paddle portion of your adventure!   

Our one day river trip covers 20 miles, including mostly Class II and III, 
with the occasional IV, whitewater.  During our trip we will enjoy a 
delicious lunch buffet on one of the Salmon River’s beautiful sand beaches. 
Lunch includes a great deli sandwich bar, fresh fruit and veggies, chips and 
dip or salsa, and homemade cookies for dessert.  

Upon finishing your Paddle adventure, we return to the Little Salmon 
Lodge where you can relax and reminisce over a cold beverage at the bar 
and view photos of your river trip.  
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Multi-Day Saddle & Paddle Trip Itinerary 
Our trip begins the same as the one-day adventure, with the added journey into 
the back country where you will stay at the historic Gilmore Ranch.  After we 
are paired up with our horses, we will travel to the trailhead, saddle up and ride 
into the backcountry.  Our ride to the Gilmore Ranch offers several hours of 
riding through the Nez Perce National Forest, along steep, undulating terrain 
with dramatic views.   

We arrive at the historic Gilmore Ranch, our rustic home for the next few days, 
in the mid-afternoon with plenty of time for more riding, fishing, or to take a 
hike along a variety of trails.  After our delicious home cooked meal, we settle 
into our comfortable sleeping arrangements in the bunkhouse or in permanent 
and private walled tents. 

After your days of riding, you will join us for an evening at the Little Salmon 
Lodge.  Here you can relax at the bar or in the riverside hot tub while you wait 
for our private cook to prepare your dinner.  Around 7 p.m., we will host our 
rafting pre-trip orientation.  At this get together, you meet your guides and 
fellow rafters, learn how to properly pack your bags, and ask any last minute 
river trip questions you may have.  In the morning after breakfast, we depart 
for the Paddle portion of our adventure. 

The Paddle Trip, Day 1: After a hearty breakfast, we head from our Lodge to 
the start of our river trip adventure.  We cover approximately 20 exciting river 
miles each day with optional hikes during the day.  After lunch on the river, we 
arrive at camp between 4:00 and 5:00. The entire camp is already set up, which 
means your only job is to enjoy the surroundings. You can swim, play bocci 
ball, hike, fish, or just relax. In the evening, we prepare a fine gourmet meal in 
our well-stocked river kitchen, including fresh-baked breads and dessert. 

Lower Salmon or Hells Canyon Multi-Days: If you choose a longer Paddle 
trip on the Lower Salmon or Snake River, the days have the same general flow 
as Day 1, stocked with awesome whitewater, calm swimming pools, interesting 
history, great food, and fun.  Soon enough, you will start slipping into what we 
call “river time”.  No clocks, no cell phones, no computers, just you and all the 
time in the world.  

Last Day: After a hearty hot river breakfast, we are back on the water 
around 10 a.m. looking forward to more thrilling whitewater.  After a full 
day including lunch served on the river, we typically arrive back at the 
Little Salmon Lodge around 5 p.m.   

Package Options 

Saddle Options:  

 
1 - Day Horseback Trail Ride 

 
2 - 4 Day Backcountry Horseback Ride 

Paddle Options:  

 

1 - Day Salmon River Rafting 

 

2 - Day Salmon River Rafting (one night at a river camp) 

 

5 - Day Lower Salmon River Canyons Rafting 

 

3 or 5 -Day Hells Canyon, Snake River Rafting 

Trip Cost  

Custom 2 to 9 day itineraries available May through early September 
starting at $325 per person.  Please call us to create and quote the trip that is 
perfect for you!   

What’s Included  

Our Saddle portion of the trip includes: 

 

All riding and camping equipment  

 

Professional, experienced and fun-loving horseback guides  

 

Rustic indoor accommodations with dining room table, beds and all 
bedding 
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Our luxury river camps feature amenities not normally found in remote 
wilderness areas.  A full kitchen set up allows our guides to cook a wide 
variety of delicious meals.  This portion of your trip includes: 

 
All river and camping equipment including sleeping bags (if 
requested) 

 
Professional, experienced and fun-loving river guides  

 
Private tents for each 2 people (solo travelers have single tents)  

 
Thick sleeping pads   

 
Camp chairs and tables  

 
Hot showers  

 

Large shade tarp to escape the rare rain storm or the sun, and for 
covered dining 

What’s Not Included  

The cost of the trip does not include airfare to Boise, Idaho; transportation 
from the airport to the Little Salmon Lodge; lodging the nights before or after 
your trip; optional gratuities, and applicable taxes. 

Tipping is not required, but is generally customary if you feel your guides have 
worked hard and provided you with a wonderful experience.  While any 
amount is appreciated, a gratuity of $20 per guest per day is considered a nice 
tip.  For multi-day trips on which a crew of several guides has worked, your 
gratuity can be given to any of the guides and they will pool and share all tips 
equally. 

Why Northwest Voyageurs 

Safety: The most important part of any outdoor adventure is safety.  Safety 
comes first and foremost from having experienced, well trained guides who 
know how to avoid dangerous situations and minimize risk.  All outdoor 
adventures have inherent risks associated with them.  Our job as your outfitter 
is to minimize that risk as much as possible.  In 26 years of guiding adventure 
trips, we have never had a serious injury.  Our safety record is impeccable and 
speaks for itself.   

Exceptional People: When we consider hiring anyone in our company, we 
want to ensure first and foremost that the person is extraordinary.  Maybe we 
are selfish - we like to surround ourselves with inspiring people! We know we 
can teach almost anyone the skills to row a boat, or work at our front desk.  But 

we can't teach people to understand people and how to exceed their 
expectations.  This trait is inborn and we search long and hard to find these 
people.   

Experience: Experienced guides bring more to the table than a safe trip.  
They bring deep knowledge of our rivers and destinations - and they also 
know how to maximize the fun-factor while minimizing risk.  We boast 
some of the most experienced guides in the industry, as evidenced by a fair 
amount of white and grey hair in our guide staff.  We also boast a very high 
level of education in our guides and staff in a variety of fields.   

Service: Our owners have extremely high expectations of themselves and 
our staff.  We differentiate ourselves on providing an extraordinarily high 
level of service on our trips and in our lodge.  Our goal is to solve your 
problems and issues before you have them and to smile the entire time.  
Ultimately, it's our passion for sharing the outdoors with people who may 
be out of their element that drives us to provide this level of service.  It 
makes your experience that much more rewarding - and makes you want to 
come back again and again.   

Professionalism: While our guides are fun-loving and relaxed, they are 
also professionals.  They've been trained in customer service and are able to 
handle difficult situations with grace and poise.   

Delicious Gourmet Food: One of the elements of our trips that stay with 
our guests the longest is our amazing food.  People are in awe of what we 
can create in the middle of the wilderness.  Dutch-oven cooking, fresh 
baked desserts, lots of variety, and often a bit too much food!  We can also 
accommodate any special dietary requests with advanced notice to ensure 
your enjoyment of our meals.  A sample of what you may enjoy on your 
journey may include:  

Breakfast: Made-to-order omelets, banana walnut pancakes, home-made 
“Egg McMuffins,” fresh fruit salad, and only the finest gourmet coffee - we 
are coffee snobs! 

Lunch: New York Style Deli spread, smoked salmon and bagels, chicken 
salad on fresh croissants, taco salad, all with a selection of fresh fruit, 
veggies and dip, chips and a Katy’s homemade cookies. 
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Dinner: Lime-dill salmon grilled to perfection with sautéed garlic asparagus, 
juicy steaks with giant Idaho potatoes and all the trimmings, chicken pesto 
fettucine with roasted red peppers, freshly baked breads, fresh green salads,. 

Dessert: Pineapple upside-down cake, fresh picked blackberry cobbler, fudge 
brownies, strawberry shortcake or even a birthday cake - all baked fresh on the 
river.   

Types of Water Craft NWV Offers: 

Oar Rafts: In these boats, the guide sits in the middle of the boat with oars and 
has complete control of the raft.  You can paddle if you wish, but paddling is 
optional at all times.  In oar boats, you can sit back, enjoy the scenery and let 
the guide do all the work if you wish.  Our most relaxing and least participative 
option. 

Paddle-Assist Rafts:  In paddle-assist boats, the guide has oars (typically 
mounted in the back of the boat) but needs paddling help during rapids and 
occasionally during some of the flat water.  This is the most popular boat for 
people who wish to paddle during their trip. 

Paddle Rafts: Our paddle boats have a guide in the back with a paddle (no 
oars) and the guide steers, but provides no  power.  Paddling is required the 
entire day.  Due to the nature of our rivers being big volume pool and drop 
rivers (very different from small volume technical East Coast & California 
rivers), and the tendency for upstream wind, this option is only appropriate for 
people who really

 

want to paddle all day

 

long.  We have found that most 
people who request paddle rafts are actually happier in paddle-assist rafts. 

Inflatable Kayaks: Thrill-seekers can brave our biggest rapids on their own in 
one of our single or double “duckies.” In smaller rapids and calmer waters, the 
kayaks are great for anybody (including younger kids) who wants to get a little 
closer to the action.  They do not require experience or knowledge of how to 
“Eskimo-roll”.  If you flip the kayak, you fall out and swim, we come rescue 
you and everyone is happy! 

Once you book your trip, we will have you complete a trip questionnaire that 
will help us plan the right mix of boats for the entire group on your launch 
date.  

Getting Here 

Flight Information: Most guests choose to fly into Boise, Idaho which is 
about 3 hours from our lodge and headquarters.  All major carriers except 
American Airlines fly into Boise.  Spokane, WA and Missoula, MT have 
major airports as well and both are 4 hours from us.  If your itinerary 
includes a trip to Coeur d'Alene or Glacier National Park, these cities will 
likely be more convenient than Boise.  Lewiston, Idaho (2 hours) is served 
by Horizon Air from Seattle.  From all airports, most of our guests rent cars 
and drive to our facility. 

Shuttle Service: Shuttle service for parties of 6 or more is sometimes 
available from Boise or Lewiston.  Please call our office at (800) 727-9977 
for more information. 

Public Transportation: Bus service is available once per day between 
Boise, Lewiston or Spokane to our lodge via Northwestern Trailways.  
Please check with us or the bus company for up-to-date schedules.  Round 
trip tickets run approximately $45 per person.   

Driving Directions: The Little Salmon Lodge and Northwest Voyageurs' 
headquarters are located in West Central Idaho, 10 miles south of Riggins, 
just off Highway 95 on Pollock Road.  Turn west on Pollock Rd.  between 
highway mile markers 186 and 187 and you will see our lodge 100 yards 
down the road on the left.  For more specific directions please contact 
Northwest Voyageurs and we will be happy to assist you.   

Approximate driving times from regional towns and cities: 

Riggins - 10 minutes 
McCall - 45 minutes 
Grangeville - 1 hour 
Lewiston - 2 hours 
Boise - 2 hours, 45 minutes 
Coeur d'Alene, ID & Spokane, WA - 4 hours 
Tri-Cities, WA - 4 hours 
Portland, OR - 7 hours 
Seattle, WA - 8 hours 
Salt Lake City, UT - 8 hours 
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